Preparing for the Perfect Storm

The International Technology Education Association (ITEA) has been working with a consortium of over 70 other organizations to create a series of activities in the Washington area to develop a national action plan to address the "T&E" of STEM. The results of this effort can be found in a November, 2006 report from the PTC-MIT Consortium posted on ITEA's website at www.iteaconnect.org. Participants of the forum identified four major goals needed to move our nation from dialogue to action:

1) Raise awareness among policy-makers, practitioners, and the general public.
2) Strengthen the pipeline of T&E talent.
3)Enhance T&E workforce education through research.
4) Develop partnerships to focus resources.

Over the next 18 months, the PTC-MIT Consortium will lead a national effort to move this comprehensive agenda forward and to crate opportunities for participants in this Forum and previous PTC_MIT Consortium events to implement these goals. The Consortium will also report on our nation's progress in meeting these goals. The following next steps were recommended:

1) Legislative Briefings.  A series of legislative briefings will be conducted to inform policymakers of this national action agenda and its recommendations.

2) Funder's Forum. A Funder's Forum will be conducted to deepen the dialog on the importance of "Technology and Engineering" and to connect recommended actions to funders' priorities for giving.

3) Action Committees. The Consortium will form action committees to develop specific activities recommended in this national agenda for action.

4) National Network. The Consortium will invite a national network of stakeholders and constituent groups to participate in a communication strategy that will share information across organizations and agencies to benchmark progress towards these national goals.

ITEA members who were a part of the forum: Ethan B. Lipton, DTE,  Kendall N. Starkweather, DTE,  Ralph K. Coppola, Barry N. Burke, DTE,  William Havice, DTE,  Ronald Todd, Greg Pearson, Wes Perusek, W. Ed Ball, DTE,  Steve Mikulski, Karen Zuga, and Gerhard Salinger, Richard Blais, John Stuart, and  Vance Ablott.


