On behalf of the Board of Directors I would like to direct your attention to a newly proposed set of bylaws for our association. The bylaws can be viewed by going to the “Members Only” area of the ITEA website and then clicking on “Governance.” 

The Board voted in November to move the bylaws forward to the membership for full approval. The new bylaws were shaped with careful consideration by the Board, reviewed by the ITEA legal council, and are now ready for review by the membership. A formal vote by ballot to approve the bylaws will take place in April. ITEA members will receive their ballots by email.

The proposed bylaws:

· Support the mission of ITEA

· Position the association to be the leader in Technology, Innovation, Design and Engineering (TIDE) education through expanded purposes

· Broaden membership opportunity

· Increase the base of voting members

· Create indemnity for board members

· Move decision making into the twenty-first century by allowing Statements of Action, a method to make decisions as a board through electronic communication

· Provide for proper dissolution

Many of the changes to the bylaws are for the purpose of clarity. You will notice the director positions, terms and responsibilities of board members stay the same. I believe the new bylaws are a healthy evolutionary step we need to make.  

I am inviting all ITEA members to the annual governance session to be held in San Antonio during our conference. There will be a segment of time reserved for listening and answering questions pertaining to the proposed bylaws. For conference registration information please visit www.iteaconnect.org. You may also send questions and remarks to me via e-mail, at itea@iteaconnect.org.

Sincerely,

Kenneth Starkman

President

