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President’s M essage

A.J. Applegarth

Welcome back to another year of academicsand excitement. | hope every-
one had an enjoyable and productive summer! My nameisA. J. Applegarthand |
amarising senior at Virginia Tech studying Technology Education. | am honored to
be serving you asthe International TECA President for the 2003-2004 school year.

Thispast summer, the International TECA officersmet in Orlando, Florida
for theannua Summer Leadership Conference. Our summer conferencewent on
during the sametime asthe National TSA Conference. The membersof the officer
team volunteered their timeto help out at this conference and keep astrong bond
between TECA and TSA. Asidefrom helping out at the TSA Conference, the
officer team planned out the activitiesfor the upcoming year and tackled the differ-
ent issuesthat affect all TECA members. We, asateam, made some changesto
the competitions and worked on making thisyear the best yet.

Regiona Conferenceswill be here sooner than you think so get your
caendars marked and plan on attending! For those of you competingin events, |
wish you luck and hope the changes we made to the competitions cater moreto
your needs. If you do not plan to compete, | hope you still plan to attend. Attend-
ing these conferencesisagreat experiencefor everyone and allowsyou to net-
work, make val uable contacts, and meet new people. Thisyear the officersare
planning to be present at each of the threeregional conferencesto support our
fellow TECA members, so be on thelookout!

Once again, thank you for allowing methe privilegeto serve asyour TECA
President and | hopethisyear isanother successful one! If you have any questions,
comments, or concerns, please fee freeto contact me at aapplega@vt.edu. See
you dl at theregionadsandin Albuquerque!
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Meet Your New TECA International Officers

A. J. Applegarth- President
Sarah Wells- President Elect
Dana Kozich- Vice President

Craig Harvey- Reporter
Adam Wilburn- Secretary

TECA Web Page Access | nformation

A Web sitehhasbeen created to unite TECA memberswith information. 1t will helpinformation
distribution and membership awarenessabout TECA eventsandissues. Currently, only TECA Officer
Information, TECA Bylaws, TECA College Comment, Affiliations Forms and Officer Nomination
Formsare onthe Web site. Theweb siteis connected to the ITEA Web site. To accessthe page, go
to ITEA’s homepage (www.iteawww.org). From there, click on Member Services, and TECA is
available under Council Opportunities.
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5 Waysto Boost Membershipin Y our TECA Chapter

By: AdamWilburn

Boosting membership can be one of the most difficult obstaclesfor aTECA chapter to overcome.
Coming from asmall program (VirginiaTech), | understand what it feelslike to see the samefacesevery
week at aTECA meeting. ThisarticleisNOT intended for those students aready coming to mesetings.
Those students have aready expressed an interest in TECA and will continueto do so. No, thisarticleisto
help each chapter grab those studentswho wish to see the benefits of TECA now. Y ou know the peoplel’m
talking about. They dwayssay “How isjoining TECA going to better my life?” Y ou explain how grest it
looks on aresume (and it doeslook great), but to no avail, they are till not convinced to join your TECA
chapter. Isal hopelost? Of course not. | wouldn’t leave you on that note. The following are some sugges-
tionsto help boost membership/participation. Remember, your target member isacollege student so you
need to think like acollege student (Would you want to go to the library to discuss TECA?).

1

Socials: A good way to increase membershipisto havea“ TECA Night Out.” Thiscan beany
wherefun. Once or twice amonth, chapters can meet at aloca “establishment” to relax and
devel op friendshipswithin the mgjor. Students gel asateam easier and faster when they see
each other in ardlaxed environment. Try to find aplace that hasa* College Night” or al you
can eat wings/shrimp. Remember, college students are poor so the cheaper the better!

. Field Trips: Field tripsare another great way to get studentsto join your chapter. Each semester,

try to arrange abehind the scenestour to atechnological business. Factories, power
plants, textile plants, and racecar tracksarejust afew ideas. Anythingthat is
technology related will work.

. Potluck Parties: Thesearegreat waysto start and end aschool year. These eventsarevery

informal and would encourage new studentsto come out and meet everyoneinthemgjor. Nothingis
more encouraging than afree medl!

. Convenient M eetings: A common reason for studentsto missamesting isthat they aretoo busy.

Oneway around thisisto have your meetingson Tuesday. Mgjor assgnmentsare usualy due at the
end of theweek. By having the mestings at the beginning of the week, studentswill haveless
pressure from assignments and moretimefor extracurricular activities. Another good ideaisto have
the meeting following apopular class. Thisway studentsare aready at the meeting place and can
just stay wherethey are. Try to keep the meetings short; forty-five minutesto an hour at the most.
Remember, most students have just finished along day of classes; they will belessinclined to stay if
they know the meeting isgoing to takealong time.

. Bribery: If dl esefails, bribeamember to meetings. Offer incentives such asrefreshmentsor

door-prizes. Never underestimate the power of cookiesand sodal After all, everyonelikesalittle
incentive.
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Regional

TECA Midwest Regional Conference

Thisyear' STECA Midwest Regional isonceagainin Peoria, IL. Thisconferencewill beheld November
7-8, 2003 in conjunction with thelllinois Technology Education Conference. Thefollowing contestswill take
place: Transportation, Manufacturing, Communications, TECA Collegiate Bowl, and Teaching L esson Contest.
On Saturday theawardswill be presented to thewinning teams.

For additional information contact:
Dr. Richard Seymour

Contest Coordinator

Bdl State University

8504 West Thom Tree

Muncie, IN 47304
rseymour@gw.bsu.edu

Seeyouin |

West/Southwest Regional

Thisyear’ sTECA West/Southwest Regional will beheldin Pittsburg State University (Pittsburg, KS). This
conferencewill beheld November 20-21, 2003 in conjunction withthe Annual 4-States Conference. Thefollowing contests
will take place: Transportation, Manufacturing, Communications, TECA Collegiate Bowl, and Teaching L esson Contest.

For additional Information contact:
AndyKlenke
Pittsburg State University
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Conferences

TECA East Regional Conference

TheEastern Regional Conferencewill beheldin VirginiaBeach, VA on February 20-22, 2003. Therewill be
several TECA National Officersattending the conferencethisyear. Thiswill beagreat opportunity to meet the
national officersand expressany thoughtsyou may havewithregardsto TECA onthenational level. [twill alsobea
good timeto talk with current officersto better understand theresponsibilitiesthat comewith anational office. This
year University of Georgiawill behostingthe conference. Also, if your chapter isinthe easternregion, but you arenot
yet an affiliated chapter, come out to the conference and get some hel pful information about promoting your Technol-
ogy Education program! Thisconferencewill bealot of fun and agreat |earning experiencefor al who attend.

Conferences
For hotel reservationsand lodginginformation, please contact:

VirginiaBeach Resort Hotel and Conference Center
2800 ShoreDrive

VirginiaBeach, VA 23451

(757) 481-9000

800468-2722

800422-4747 (inVirginia)

Fax: (757) 496-7429

For moreinformation on the Eastern Regional Conference please contact:

Dr. Roger Hill
University of Georgia

Doesbeingan ITEA/TECA officer sound like some-

thing you want todo? Do you know someonewho

would beagood | TEA/TECA officer? Thenlook in
comingissuesfor nomination formsto nominate officers
for thenext school year .
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Summer L eader ship ConferenceHighlights

By: DanaKozich

GreetingsTECA friends! | hopethat everyone enjoyed their summersand areready for the new school
year. Y our TECA officershavebeen busy and had the opportunity to meet in June and work together in Orlando,
Floridaduring the national TSA conference. Whileat our leadership conference we discussed and organized
activitiesfor the2003/2004 TECA schedule. Webrainstormedideason how to makethe TECA interest sessions
more“interesting” for usfellow collegestudents. We choosetwo topics, which are“first year experienced
technol ogy educationteachers’ and “ bio-technology”. Wehopethat everyone stopsby and checksthem out
(alittlehint: everyonegetsaticket for door prizeswhenthey attend). Wealso explored ideason how to save
money for our budget. Westarted by cutting down on printed versions of the College Comment and making the
awardsfor the conferenceourselves. Weare hoping that theyear bringsamore accessible and interactive
websitetoo. For the competitions, we have argued and di scussed the problemsthat had been addressed to us
by al of youand cameup with several solutionsthat we proposed to the competition’ scoordinator. Wefocused
onthecollege bow!’ sjudging and also decided to add more questions, which will beasked for all of your
chaptersto suggest five new questions each. We are hoping to update the tool sto the manufacturing competi-
tion aong with the communi cation competition by phasing out anal og (where MediaPlayer and Quick Time
would be accepted). Wealso suggested that commentswould be added to the scoring sheets. Thosewerejust
afew ideasthat we came up with.

Whileat Floridawenot only worked hard on TECA issues, wealso helped withthe national TSA
conference. The TSA conference opened our eyestowhat TSA isall about andthedifferent levelsof intellect
and competitivenessthat the studentsareeach at. Whileweweretherewehel ped set up the competitions,
hel ped with theregistration, and judged different events. We hadlong daysinteracting with the studentsand
teachers. Welearned what expectationstheteachershave of their students and observed students’ reactions
towardstheir teachers’ attitudes. The TSA competitionswerealearning experiencefor all of usandwealso had
plenty fun.

Last but not least we all had the opportunity to visit the Disney theme park. Unfortunately | wasunable
toattend because | had to comehomeand takethe Praxis. Fromwhat | wastold though, Disney wasexciting
and gavethem achancetorelax after all thehard work that weall putin prior. We hopethat all of our effortsare
worththetimeandthat thisyear runssmoothly and cheerfully. Althoughif anyone hasany thoughtson how to
improve TECA inanyway, pleasefeel freeto contact us. Wearetrying our best to represent you and your input
isvalued. | hopefor youall the best and can not wait to seeyouin Albuquerque, New Mexico!!
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Internationd Advisors Message

Welcometo the 2003-04 school year. Thisisan exciting time as new faces appear and some
old facesaremissed. Asyou get the school year underway, | would liketo encourage each TECA
chapter to begin their activitiesimmediately. Certainly you will want to sponsor activitiesthat have
been successful for your chapter in the past but also try something new. Please sharethese activities
with al of usby having your reporter send ashort articleto College Comment.

Thelnternational TECA Officershave been working for you. During the summer the officers
met in Orlando and planned their Program of Work. Each has been busy following through with their
assgnmentsto insure that the organi zation functionsfor you. | am proud of each officer and eachis
representing you well.

TECA hasrecognized anincreasein participation at the ITEA conference. Thisisexciting as
each participant hasthe opportunity to meet and interact (network) with peoplefrom all over the
world. Each aso getsto see and touch cutting edge educational products and wears at the exhibi-
tors exposition aswell asto experiencethe greater community wherethe conferenceisheld. This
year’ sITEA conferenceis scheduled for March 18-20, 2004 in Albuquerque, New Mexico and will
have even more opportunitiesfor participants. During the conference TECA will host two specia
interest sessons. One session will focus on bio-related technology activitiesfor the Technology
Education classroom. The second sessionwill have new Technology Education teachers sharing their
new experiencesin the classroom so we can learn from them. Begin making plansto attend now so
you can take advantage of your opportunities.

Thisisan exciting timein the profession. The resent release of the Standardsfor Technology
Literacy: Content for the Study of Technology and the Professiona Devel opment, Assessment, and
Program Standards are serving to guide the profession. We see new developmentsthat are ad-
dressed in these documents. In ashort timethe new will bejust another part of the culture. It will
take effort on our part to learn and implement the new. Through our effortswewill make adifference
inthelivesof our students.

Sncerdy,
JoeR. Busby, Ed.D.

Why Affiliatewith TECA?

When your schoal, college or university affiliateswith TECA it sendsaclear message about
the professiondism, growth and activity of your technology education program. Affiliating with
TECA providesanever ending resource for help and advice. Becoming amember of TECA will
enable you to make valuable contacts with other students and teachersinvolved in technology
education. | think that one of the most val uable things you will get from becoming amember of
TECA isthereationship youwill havewith ITEA. TECA istheaffiliated council to ITEA. | encour-
age every oneof youto sign up with TECA. Signing up with TECA may help you find employment
opportunities, provide you with awide range of teacherswho can help you throughout your technol-
ogy education career, and gain long lasting friendshipsfrom students at different universities. Please
fed freeto contact any of the national officerswith questions, comments, or suggestions on how you
can become affiliated with TECA or fill out theform included in thisissue of theCollege Comment
andreturnto Dr. Joe Busby.



